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Te. Ge: ny 


Wrtraour ſtopping to enquire whether the pro- 
hibitions and diſqualifications, under which the Roman 
Caibolics of this kingdom formerly laboured, were expe- 
dient ot impolitic; or whether the manner in which theſe 
were removed was calculated to extinguiſh, or to perpetu- 
ate religious jealouſy and diſcord; in ſhort, without mif- 
employing my time in any unſeaſonable, ſuperfluous 
or invidious reſearch whatſoever, I ſhall haſten to lay 
before my Proteſtant fellow-ſubjeAs, thoſe reaſons 
which have diſpoſed me to think, chat it is inconfiſtent 
with the welfare of this kingdom, lo perfiſt in withholding 
from the Catholics the political power, offices and honours 
fill excluſively enjoyed by *Proteſtants—and that the ad. 
miſſion of the Catholics to a ſuitable participation of theſe. 
would not render them predominant in the political ſyſtem, 
nor conſequetitly be followed by thoſe pernicious effects which 
are generally apprehended. „%% nn, 
The conſtituent parts of the welfare of a Nation 
are, internal tranquillity, liberty, opulente and independ- 
ence. 3 
Tbhbat the internal tranquillity of this kingdom, muſt 
be extremely precarious, 8 long as Catholic en 


4 

hall continue, ſeems to me to admit of little diſpute. 
It cannot, I think, be expected, by any perſon ac- 
quainted with human nature, that the Noblemen, 
Gentlemen, and wealthy Merchants amongſt the Ca- 
tholics, however appearances may beſpeak the con- 
trary, will ever be reconciled to the exiſting monopoly 
of political power, offices and honoars. The pride of 
lome muſt be thereby neceſſarily outraged, and the 


_ _ envy of others, neceſſarily excited and conſequently 


diſſatisfaction my? be prevalent amongſt them. Much 
leſs can it be expected that enterprizing Catholics of 
moderate properties, endowed by nature and educa. 
tion with all the qualities requiſite to the attainment 
of conſpicuity in the political world, will patiently - 
acquieſce in the excluſion of their patrons and kinſmen 
from political power, and its concomitant opportuni- 
ties of gratifying heir, ambition and improving heir 
r FE ee 
And as to the lower claſs of Catholics, it is, na- 
tural to preſume, that their conduct will with little 
variation be ſubſervient to the views and intereſts of 
the more opulent and enterprizing of their commu- 
nion, Thus then, I think, there are ſufficient grounds 
for ſuſpecking, that ſo long as political power ſhall be 
with-held from the Catholics, there will be, as the late 
Mr. Burke ſaid, © 4 5557 diſcontent in this kingdom, 
accumulating every hour, and on which every. deſcription | 
| 40 [editions per ſons may draw at pleaſure.” The indivi- 
dua]s of the higher orders of the Catholics, according 
to the peculiarities of their ſeveral diſpoſitions and cir- 
cumſtances, will either be diſpoſed to revolt openly, 
to foment Rebellion clandeſtinely, or to obſerve a diſ- 
loyal neutrality. Every avenue to preferment and 
wealth being cloſed, enterprizing Catholics will ieadily 
engage in any project whatſoever, tending to the an- 
nihflation of the preſent illiberal f/tem of excluſion. 
Andthe lower orders of Catholics will be perpetually 
es „„ 5 kept 


1 in a dangerous ſtate. of alienation from the, 3 


vernment of this kingdom. Facies non 0 tes #261 
| diverſa ramen. | . 5 | ef » 


Internal diſturbances are eee | PET og . 


tb enjoyment of liberty. While civil dil 0 los Pres. 5 
vail, juſtice is never uniformly adminiſtered with 90 9 yo 
pulous impartiality, And when ſuch difſenſions Hurſt, 
forth into commotions, perſons, Properties , and ives. 
become no longer ſecure, If then Cal bol ae cen, wy 
be unfavourable to internal  Franqulllity 'y, If mult, me. 
diately, be ſo, to civil liberty. But though: the inter- 

nal tranquillity of this kingdom were to remain un- 


diſturbed, yet liberty can never, in opinion, „ TE 
riſh under the preſent ſyſtem of. | iet excluſion oy 
becauſe, in order to prevent the operation. of obyious 
cauſes of internal ane ſuch { ſtem muſt I be hr A 
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of national opulence. Countries, in Which. $6 gil 5 


circumſtances afford a proſpect of civile commotions, 
are neither the proper nurſeries, nor pr 1 er abgc les Gi 7 
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theſe; (fees ow inks . 72 7 wi vith red6ubled 
{ng as there is ample e to ſuſ peat they Will, 
{witimur"in velitum ſemper, cupimuſque negatum) "the for- 
piers I'am' perſuaded, finally perceiving their mabi - 
Fs Saeed againſt conſolidated multituges, irri- ä 
1 alienated, and rendered unappeaſable, will re- 
2 * to a humiliating legiſlative Union with England . 
. e only remaining expedient by which they may 
ſcape vindictive retaliation, 
Sing Thus briefly aſſigned my reaſons for think- 


I» that ora ercluſon is inconſiſtent with the wel- 
ec 


of this kingdom, inaſmuch as it-militates againſt 
© each of its conftituent parts, internal iran 178 655 erty, 
'' bÞulerite and independence, I ſhall proceed to offer thoſe 
"reaſons which incline me to think that the ad Viſion 
ol the Catholics to a ſuitable participation of the po- 
 Hitical power, offices and honoprs actually engrofled 
by the Proteſtants, would not render the former pre- 
dominant in the political ſyſtem; nor conſequently 
be followed by thoſe pernicioys effects which ire ge- 
... Herally apprehended. _. 
That polttical power naturally follows | the ws of 


: - © property in land, is à truth diſcovered and eftabliſhed 


Harrington, received by ſeveral eminent political 
OT of the preſent century, and warmly aflented to 

by the ſagacious Preſident of the United States of 
"Ap merica, in his Hiſtory of Republics. ' _ 

"if then it be true that political power follows the ba- 
"Ie of property ip Jang, the Proteſtants of this king- 
dom, 1 in whoſe favour ſuch balance obviouſly 1 is in a 
moſt diſproportionate degree, muſt in a fimilar de- 

ee, neceſſaril 7 preponderate in the Legiſlature, after 
' theadmiffion of the Catholics. Nor can the Proteſt- 


* ants be deſpoiled of this balance of property by any 
ther means than a general and ſucceſsful inſutrection 
on the part of the Catholics; ; which, for reaſons already 

given 


„Gren, is much more like) * to be cauſed by theirs 4 cls 5 2 


"hon from,. thin thelt adh{ontotayfiths e Legi 1 . 
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due would cada ef the ow jes of the were | 

Ew, is it poſſible _ the eee: of a law, having for : 

ce the deſpoliation of the Proteſtant, proprie tors 9 
A the ſoil, could take place in an aſſembly, 4 Sths of 

the membe s whereof ' were of this deſcription 3 : 

the other hand, ſuppoſe by purehaſe, marriage. OF 

+. queſt, the Catholics, (Which is extremely imp 

dle) were to acquire, in the lapſe of time, the 4 8 

5 "m0 pt -operly in land, and thereby eventually obtain that 2 
predeminance in the political ſyſtem, which thẽ Pro- 

Hh 1 actually poſſeſs, is it reaſonable to apprchend, 
that for the men urpoſe of diſpoſſeſſing an in- 
conſiderable number 12 Pro eſtant landlords, * 

YH would repeal laws, 'whereby their own poſieſſions, d os . 
med from Proteſtants, were ſecured * 

Circumſtanced as property is at preſent in this king. 
dom, 1 am perſuaded that not more, (perhaps not lo 

many, ) as fen Catholics would be choſen for counties; 

Es e about twice that number for boroughs: Roman 

. Catholics holding profitable, en leaſes. under 

Proteſtants, certainly would not (as indeed exp | 
os already proved) raſhly gratify their own wiſhes i in 

ſition to thoſe of their landlords. And I cannot 

" think that: the greater Borough patrons," as they are 
called, would abridge their polincal power, .for a trie 

"3 Jing tranſitory augmentation of their wealth... 

If then it be highly probable that not more — 5 
©. thirty Catholics could procure ſeats in the lower houſe,; 
what danger, I aſk, could poſſibly reſult from allow-/ 
ing them to POISON Mes TION the right ol 
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- Wine dan ger, 1 any circnflances. LE 
"oh euld poſkbly. reſult from the cor 1 
tum of: in" Catholic with TWO HUNDRED. AND, 
Sr Proteſtant Repreſentatives? But can it be 
ſuppoſed that thoſe Catholics, who might now, on 
Jaſtifiable grounds, be hoſtile to the exiſting eſtabliſn- 
menta, would be ſo far after their admiſſion into the 
1 Be ſuppoſed that for the ſpecifio 
of ſubvesting any one of theſe eſtabliſhments, 
. form themſelves into an impenetrable 
faction, and thus, not only virtually exclude them- 
ſelxes from thoſe honours, offices and emoluments, 
which; it is more than probable, are actually their 
chief incentives to Toll 755 ſeats in Parliament; but 
take the moſt eſſectual ſtep to alarm and unite the 
Proteſtants, and drive them to avail; themſelves of 
their predominance in the ' Legiſlature, by re- enacting 
the . — diſqualifying ſtatutes? Is it not rather 
more. natural, more 7 to the a * 
eommon ſenſe, does it not manifeſt a ſuperior knoẽ-ͤ—- 
ledge of human nature, to preſume that their indivi- 
duat par vary range dreſs would, for the moſt part, 
be various motives by Which oiher 
widuals: — hitherto been governed 
Theie are many who think that the Catholics. 
would not be ſatisfied with being admitted into poll] 
ure, unleſs their admiſſion was followed by a 
refortii in the lower Houſe, Whether they would or 
would not be ſatisfied with the former, unaccom a- 
med by the latter, '}-ſhalk not take upon me to ſay. 
But this I wilt venture 3 ſay, that if it be true, = 
olitical power follows the balance” of erty in land, 
N is no ee which the Carbs could depre- 
cate more earneſtly, and reſiſt more ſtrenuouſly, than 
an abolition- of boroughs; becauſe ſuch a meaſure 
would: Ny be ee to an excluſion Wat al, 
© AYE 1 pheir , 
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reduce their number. At all events the*Catholies- 


a4 ſuch, muſt be conciliated by being adnitted l 855 8 1 | ö 


| ſhake the right of legiſlation, and all affiges and he 
nours, with the Proteſtants; and, as Remay Gann 2 
could not poſſibly be irritated an oppoſition N 
Parliamentary Reform; the grounds of; fach oppaſis.) | 
tion being extremely diſſimilar from a 
fition to their preſent claims. e 950 
Others are averſe to admitting the Catholies imo. 
the Legiſlature, under a perſuaſion that their ir 
ſion would be followed, at no-great diſtance, _ 
Separation of this kingdom from Great Britain. 
Granting that the Catholics were inimical to the ſub- 
fiſting Connexion between the Siſter. Kingdoms, o 
which, however, no ſubſtantial proof exiſts, 0 5 
could not effect its diſſolution until they acquired a 
predominance in the Legiſlature. But this, an mae Bf 
before ſhewn, they could not acquire, until they at- 
tained the balance of property in land: which fer of Th 
every circumſtance in their favour and. againſt the 
Proteſtants, they could not attain, perhaps before the 
expiration of the approaching century: when, it is 
extremely likely, the political aſpect of Europe will be... 
entirely changed—exiſting connexions, alliances and 
fæderations annulled. or commuted—and religion and 5105 
politics diſunited for ever.. 0 
Others again ſay that the downfal of the Proteſt: - 5085 
ant Church muſt inevitably follow the admiſſion oF 4 ; 
the Catholics into the legiſlature. But it has already © 
been ſhew that the Catholics, acting in a body in 
Parliament, muſt neceſſarily be overpowered by the 
Proteſtants. How then can the Church of the 
latter be overthrown? And here it may not be 
amils to obſerve, that as religious toleration has be- 
come prevalent throughout Europe, and moſt affu- 


redly 
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redly will continue to be ſo, and as experience hay 
evi ced that a zolerated religion, under the ſuperin- 
tendance of a needy Prieſthood, always gains ground 
on an eſtabliſhed one, under the ſuperintendence of 
a wealthy Prieſthood, no enlightened lay Catholic, 
zealouſly and conſcientiouſly attached to his religion, 
could wiſh to ſee its miniſters in the dangerous 
enjoyment of the 7nertifying revenues of an eſtabliſhed 
Church. | | os 
+ If then it ſhall appear to others as it does to me, 
that the actual excluſion of the Catholics from po- 
litical power is inconſiſtent with the welfare of this 
Kingdom; and that thoſe pernicious effects, which 
are generally expected to reſult from their admiſſion 
into the legiſlature, are either imaginary, or much 
more likely to enſue from their ecluſion, than their 
admiſſion ; and if Parliament ſhall in conſequence 
think it expedient to extend to them the right of Le- 
_ giflation, I truſt that in conferring this laſt favour, 
they will conform more ſtrictly than heretofore to Se- 
_ neta's advice. Give, as you would receive, cheer- 
fully and without heſitation.” .“. | 8 


THE END 


